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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR RETRIEVING SIMILAR PICTURE 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To retrieve similar picture independently of the 
characteristic of a sampled reference picture and to improve the 
retrieval accuracy by updating the reference picture every time when 
the similar picture is detected in retrieving the similar picture. 
CONSTITUTION: A reference picture setting part 1 sets a reference 
picture RO from the picture inputted by a picture input part 0. A part 2 
setting and updating the feature amount sets the feature amount Temp 
(Rj) of the reference picture. On the other hand, a part 4 selecting the 
picture to be retrieved selects the picture to be retrieved Si (i=1...n) 
from the inputted picture. A part 5 setting the feature amount sets the 
feature amount Temp (Si). The two feature amounts Temp (Rj) and the 
Temp (Si) are inputted to a similarity arithmetic part 6 and the degree 
of similarity is measured. The degree of similarity is estimated by a part 
7 judging the similarity. When the degree of similarity is high, the 
retrieval picture is judged to belong to the same cluster with the 
reference picture, then the processing of a cluster picture recording 
part 8 is performed. The feature amount Temp (Rj) of the reference 
picture is updated every time when the similar picture is detected. 
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